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Minutes 
 

February 13, 2019 
 

Conference Call 
 

Present:  Dave Armstrong, Bob Borremans, Sandy Decker, Carrie Diamond, Todd Johnson, MaryAnn 
Lippert, Steve Peterson, Errin Welty, Jerry Wehrle and Carol Wetuski 

   

Absent:  Alan Christianson and Kris Plamann  

   

Others:  None 

   

1.  Call Meeting to Order 

 Meeting was called to order by president Welty at 3:00 p.m. 

  

2.  Approve Meeting 2/13/19 Minutes 

 Minutes for the February 13, 2019 meeting were not available. 

  

3.  Treasurer’s Report 

 Borremans reported that there was $12,000 currently in the bank.  WRP has received a commitment 
from Wisconsin Counties Association to be a major sponsor for the Summit.  Overall, WRP is sitting at its 
best financial position in many years. 

  

4.  Summit Update 

 Borremans reported that we have gotten two new sponsorship/exhibitor applications. One from GWAAR 
and a second from the Foundation for Rural Housing.  The Wisconsin Counties Association is again 
agreed to be a major sponsor.  Registrations have started but it is still early in the process. 
 
Wetuski update the Summit agenda and outlines the speaker outreach and coordination.  She is still 
working on speakers for the workforce session.  We need speaker bios and photos for most of the 
speakers. Peterson said that the WRP website has been updated and is current with the information to 
date. 
 
Armstrong noted that there is one change in the Day 1 tour schedule.  The tour will begin at 12:30 at 
Lehman’s Supper Club and go to Superior Silica Sand, Barron County Cheese, Norswiss Farm and Perlick 
Distillery before returning to Lehman’s for the reception. 
 
Lippert said that she had contacted the Marshfield Chamber and some local hotels about the 2020 
Summit.  While they expressed interest more details need to be worked out. 
 
Borremans said that he had been contacted by the University Place a Wisconsin Public Television series 
that records and rebroadcasts programs of interest.  They requested permission to record the Thursday 
session for University Place.  The consensus of the group was to allow WPT to record the session with 
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the approval of the various speakers.  Borremans also said that WPT had requested permission to show a 
video entitled Portraits of Rural Wisconsin.  At last year’s Summit WRP granted permission to the Purple 
River Project to video tape attendees at the Summit for this program.  The group considered showing the 
video during the Wednesday reception provided the restaurant could accommodate the showing. 

  

5.  Top Rural Development Initiatives Update 

 Decker reported that 20 applications had been received.  A review team of Decker, Diamond and 
Borremans will review and rank the applications.  It is hoped that the review process will be completed 
by the March meeting.  The goal is to limit the awards to 3 - 5 initiatives.  Decker also mentioned that the 
group should review the selection criteria and review the application information. 

  

6.  2019-20 Budget 

 Borremans also distributed a draft budget for 2019-20 and reviewed how the amounts were determined.  
It was agreed that the budget was being presented for consideration and action on the budget will be 
taken at the next meeting. 

  

7.  2019 Summit Update 

 Borremans reported that registrations had started to come in; which is much earlier than in the past.  He 
also indicated that several new organizations have requested information about being sponsors.  He will 
begin to contact sponsors from last year’s Summit to urge them to be a sponsor again this year. 
 
Dave talked about the tour schedule and that he will be substituting $$$ Distillery as a tour site if the 
group concurs.  The consensus of the group supported the change. 
 
The group discussed whether the registration fee for board members should be waived.  This would be 
an incentive for recruiting board members.  Following discussion the group decided to table the idea 
until the next meeting. 
 
Lippert has contacted the Chamber and hospitality groups in Marshfield as a possible site for the 2020 
Summit.  The target dates are the last two weeks in April.  Like to have the site/location established so it 
can be communicated at the Summit in April. 

  

8.  Partnerships & Conferences 

 WRP will be participating in the Monroe County Economic Development Conference again at the end of 
February.  The consensus of the group is that WRP should be a Gold Sponsor.  This will allow WRP to 
send up to 4 members to the conference at 3 Bears Resort in Warrens. 
 
The Arts Wisconsin asked if WRP could be identified as a sponsor Arts Day.  The suggestion was that WRP 
and Arts Wisconsin be complimentary sponsors to each organization.  This would allow for collaboration 
without an out-of-pocket cost.  The consensus of the group is that this would be a win-win arrangement 
and concurred to the relationship. 

  

9.  Tablecloth and Display 

 WRP has ordered two banners to be used as backdrops for booths at various conferences.  Peterson has 
arranged with Ziegler Sign Ideas Center to make the banners.  They will be ready and displayed at the 
Monroe County EDC conference for the first time. 

  

10.  State of Rural WI Publication Planning 
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 This item was deferred until the March meeting. 

  

11.  Possible Fall Housing Summit 

 This item was deferred until the March meeting. 

  

12.  Small Community Forum Update 

 This item was deferred until the March meeting. 

  

13.  Next Meeting 

 The next meeting will be on Tuesday, March Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. at the Indianhead Technical College 
in Rice Lake.  It will be a face-to-face meeting at the Summit site to discuss logistics for the conference. 

  

14.  Adjournment 

 The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

 
 
  


